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SUBJECT: MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR GINZBURG 

REF: STATE 178456 

1 . AS WIDELY REPORTED IN WESTERN NEWS MEDIA, GINZBURG 
WAS IN FRAIL HEALTH WHEN ARRESTED IN FEBRUARY 1977. 
BUT SINCE EMBOFFS WHO KNOW GINZBURG HAVE NOT SEEN 
HIM IN THE 17 MONTHS SINCE HIS ARREST AND 
IMPRISONMENT, AND THE EMBASSY DOCTOR HAS NEVER SEEN 
HIM, EMBASSY CLEARLY IS NOT IN A POSITION TO VENTURE 

A DETAILED ASSESSMENT OF HIS PRESENT HEALTH, MUCH LESS 
TO SUGGEST WHICH SPECIFIC MEDICINES OR OTHER 
HEALTH AIDS HE MAY PRESENTLY REQUIRE. 

2. ANY OFFICIAL USG APPROACH TO THE SOVIETS REGARDING 
GINZBURG S HEALTH WOULD OF COURSE IMPLY THAT SOVIET 
MEDICAL SERVICES ARE INADEQUATE OR HAVE BEEN IMPRO- 
PERLY USED IN GINZBURG'S CASE, AND WOULD IMPLICITLY 
CONTRADICT THE STATEMENT OF THE TRIAL DOCTOR 
(REPORTED SEPTEL) THAT GINZBURG'S HEALTH IS "SATIS- 
FACTORY." AND OF COURSE THE USG HAS NO CONSULAR 
STANDING IN HIS CASE. 
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3. IN SHORT, OTHER THAN ENCOURAGING PUBLIC EXPRES- 
SIONS OF CONCERN BY U.S. ORGANIZATIONS AND PROMINENT 
INDIVIDUALS, WE SEE NO FEASIBLE ACTION THE USG CAN 
TAKE TO IMPROVE GINZBURG'S MEDICAL CONDITION. 
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